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“A blockbuster book, disconcerting and BoaveNTuRA DB Sousk Santos Today, people are becoming more aware of the
judicious. Santos calls upon us to unthink all . : multiple dimensions of injustice, whether social,
our most entrenched biases.” EPIStemOlogleS political, cultural, sexual, ethnic, religious,
—Immanuel Wallerstein, Yale University Of the South historical, or ecological. Rarely acknowledged is
JUSTICE AGAINST EPISTEMICIDE cognitive injustice, the failure to recognize the

“Epistemologies of the South is a brilliant
testimony about today’s tensions within our
inter- and transcultural spaces.”
—Valentin Y. Mudimbe, Newman Ivey
White Professor of Literature, Duke
University

“An original and timely critique. The
combination of Santos’s many fields of inquiry is
impressive.”

—Etienne Balibar, author of Equaliberty

i

“This is the World Social Forum transposed to a World Forum of

Knowledges, argued with radical democratic passion and an
immense erudition in philosophy, science, art, and politics.”
—Goran Therborn, University of Cambridge, author of
The World: A Beginner’s Guide (2011) and The Killing Fields
of Inequality (2013)

different ways of knowing by which people
across the globe provide meaning to their
existence. This book shows why cognitive
injustice underlies all other dimensions; global
social justice is not possible without global
cognitive justice.

Boaventura de Sousa Santos is Professor of
Sociology at the University of Coimbra (Portugal) and
Distinguished Legal Scholar at the University of Wisconsin—
Madison. He has been awarded several prizes, most recently
the Science and Technology Prize of Mexico, 2010, and the
Kalven Jr. Prize of the Law and Society Association, 2011.
Among his many books in English is Law and Globalization
from Below: Towards a Cosmopolitan Legality (Cambridge
University Press).
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