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Although neoliberal globalisation-the current version of global capitalism-is by far the dominant form of globalisation, it is not the only one. Parallel to it and, to a great extent, as a reaction to it, another globalisation is emerging. It consists of transnational networks of alliances among social movements, social struggles, and non-governmental organisations. From the four corners of the globe, all these initiatives have mobilised to fight against the social exclusion, destruction of the environment and bio-diversity, unemployment, human rights violations, pandemics, and interethnic hatreds, directly or indirectly caused by neoliberal globalisation. (Democratising Democracy: xvii) 

So begins the general introduction to the five-volume and several-thousandpage-long work, Reinventing Social Emancipation: Toward New Manifestos, edited by the Portuguese sociologist Boaventura de Sousa Santos (Volumes IV and V have yet to be published). As both the title and the quote above suggest, the books seek to contribute to the ongoing analytical, theoretical and epistemological debates surrounding the possibility of the construction of alternative forms of globalisation based on social justice and solidarity, and in doing so they contribute to the ambitious task of the reinvention of social theory. The books are the product of a three-year research project that ended in 2001 and brought together sixty-one researchers, most of them from four 'semi-periphery' countries (Colombia, India, South Africa and Brazil) and one 'periphery' country (Mozambique). The project analysed fifty-three initiatives divided into five main themes which are covered in the first three volumes: participatory democracy (Vol. I); alternative production systems (Vol. II); new labour internationalisms (Vol. II); emancipatory multiculturalism, cultural citizenship and justice (Vol. Ill); and the defence of biodiversity and the struggle for the recognition of rival knowledges (Vol. III). 

Before going on to review the individual volumes, I would like to briefly introduce the work of Boaventura de Sousa Santos and then present a synopsis of Volume I's general introduction to this research project (pp. xvn-xxxin). For those who do not know him, Santos is a social scientist and public intellectual who traverses the academic/activist divide, has strong links with a range of grassroots social movements in the 'South', and has been at the heart of the process of constructing the World Social Forum. While less well known in the anglophone world, he is widely read and cited in Latin American and Brazilian social science literature and social movement circles, and his transdisciplinary work engages with pressing social and political questions of legality, social structures, institutions, Utopias, social movements and social change. Central to Santos's worldview is the idea that the most innovative ideas and practices are coming from both outside the 'North' and outside universities, and that it is there that critical academics should be looking for new ideas and insights with which to reinvigorate social theory. In relation to this, he uses the term 'listening to the South' as a metaphor with which to refer to all those population groups excluded from the benefits of neoliberal globalisation, regardless of their geographical location. He argues that the conflict between neoliberal and alternative globaliserions provides the territory for the reconstruction of social theory, which for him is nothing less than the reconstruction of social emancipation-hence the title of the research project. 

A central tenet of Santos's thinking is that 'there can be no global social justice without global cognitive justice'-or in other words, that progressive theory matters in the struggle to build an alternative world. In relation to this, Santos argues that we are in a 'paradigmatic transition' in which we are 'facing modern problems to which there are no modern solutions'-a situation in which both the hegemonic paradigm of 'knowledge as regulation' (think social democracy) and its counterpart 'knowledge as emancipation' (think radical socialist and communist projects) are both in decline, so that the task of the critical social scientist is to begin the process of reinventing social science through an engagement with those left out of the benefits of neoliberal globalisation. 

In relation to this agenda, he outlines six analytical orientations that shaped the research. First, that neoliberal globalisation's undermining of a wide range of social and human rights has contributed to the production of alternative globalisations made up of networks of transnational social movements emerging from the bottom up. Second, that in the coming decades the tensions between these two forms of globalisation will set the political agenda at a wide range of geographical scales, and that this conflict will be most intense in those countries which are at an intermediate level of development between the core and periphery of the world system. Third, that these tensions are likely to be most intense in the following areas: participatory democracy; alternative production systems; new labour internationalisms; emancipatory multiculturalism, cultural citizenship and justice; and the defence of biodiversity and the struggle for the recognition of rival knowledges. Fourth, that because of the dominant power of the North, the social sciences tend to be North-centred and are thus inadequate to provide a good analysis of the South. He argues that intellectual communities in the semi-periphery are likely to be a much more fertile ground for such analyses, which can then enrich the broader social sciences. Fifth, he suggests that the social sciences have become too involved in sterile discussions over structure and agency, or the tension between macroand micro-analysis, and that the focus should switch to the distinction between conformist and rebellious action and the power relations therein. Finally, he argues that scientific knowledge needs to be brought into contact with non-scientific knowledges, local community leaders and intellectuals within social movements. 

Clearly, this is no ordinary research project, but instead one that seeks to contribute to the reconstruction of a new 'critical' theory from and of this metaphorical 'South', rooted in these alternative knowledges, histories and experiences. It is also no coincidence that the volumes contain a plurality of voices and a range of political positions, since Santos's aim is not to provide a unitary position but instead to begin the construction of a process that draws together hidden histories, alternative knowledges and wide-ranging social movement experiences in order to explore the potential of developing 'new manifestos' for social emancipation that might link together the diverse struggles that are underway. It is a call for a return to the linking of theory with practice, and for the building from the bottom-up of new theoretical concepts and tools that might be of use to the popular resistance processes emerging in the South. In this sense, the process of the research project as well as its product are equally important in that they seek to strengthen links between critical theorists, intellectuals and activists in the South, providing the possibility of the exchange of information and experience. 

The overarching presence of Santos's thinking contrasted with that of the wide variety of contributors makes reviewing these volumes no easy task. There is no single perspective, and yet there is a sense of a Santos-led position that is present in the introductory chapters and casts its shadow across many of the individual chapters. While recognising that plurality of voices, I will comment briefly on some of Santos's arguments throughout this review and in the conclusion. 

Having provided an overview of the research project, I will now provide a brief synopsis of each volume before offering some concluding thoughts. Each volume begins with a substantive introductory chapter that presents a critical overview of the major theme(s) covered and a number of 'theses' (cowritten by Santos and one or two other authors), followed by case studies and a final critical discussion on the contents of each volume. The structure allows for the recycling of reflections on the key themes, and provides a sense of a more collective production process than is normally discernible in edited collections. This process will no doubt be further strengthened by Volume V, which will be an entirely Santos-authored volume reflecting on the findings and issues of the whole project. 

Volume I: Democratising Democracy: Beyond the Liberal Democratic Canon 

In the introduction, Opening up the canon of democracy', Santos and Avritzer trace the twists and turns of the 'hegemonic' debate over democracy in the twentieth century, exploring its desirability, its compatibility with capitalism, its redistributive potential, its form and its content. In doing so, they try to understand the process whereby a phenomenon that represented 'a revolutionary aspiration' in the nineteenth century ultimately became a universally adopted (but empty of content) reality in the twentieth century. The chapter also explores 'nonhegemonic' debates, particularly in relation to democratisation in Latin America, the relationship between democratic transitions and the anticolonial movements that led them, and the aspirations and obstacles to more participatory forms of democracy. The authors also explore the tensions between representative and participatory democracy, highlighting the different scales and sectors within which democratic processes can take place, and their articulations and interrelationships. They conclude with six 'theses': first, that the struggle for democracy today is the struggle to democratise democracy. Second, that democratic diversity must be preserved, expanded and enriched. Third, that representative democracy has become 'low-intensity'. Fourth, that the deepening of democracy necessitates new complementarities between representative and participatory democracy. Fifth, that the strengthening of counter-hegemonic democracy requires new articulations between the local and the global in order to sustain the initiatives; and finally, that the dangers of co-optation are ever present and that there is therefore a need for continued vigilance within initiatives aimed at democratising democracy. 

Part 1, 'Social movements and democratic aspirations', is comprised of three chapters that explore the potentialities and obstacles to forms of participatory democracy in India, South Africa and Colombia. The first chapter explores democratic initiatives by Indian social movements with roots in the anticolonial movement, and which are loosely inspired by Ghandian concepts of swaraj (self-governance); svjadeshi (community control over resources) and gram .rzwzra/(the village republic). Examples range from local forms of empowerment for community management to provincial and national campaigns that are emerging to challenge 'anti-people projects and policies', and local/global campaigns that feed into broader transnational movements. Chapter 2 reflects on South Africa's post-apartheid transition to democracy, and the role of trade unions and social movements in developing strong traditions of participatory democracy. It highlights the way those participatory traditions have been undermined in the post-apartheid era due to the ANC government's prioritisation of representative democracy and neoliberal policies. Chapter 3 shifts the focus to the potentially emancipatory role the Constitutional Court can play in a conflict-ridden and highly unequal country such as Colombia. While demonstrating the law's potential in emancipatory processes, the authors caution against generalisation, highlighting the precarious situation of the court in Colombia and the risks that it faces. 

Part 2, 'Women's struggles for democracy', explores the strategies and experiences of women's organisations in South Africa and Mozambique. Chapter 4 examines the role of women activists both in struggling against apartheid and for women's rights during the apartheid era, and notes the lack of change in the post-apartheid era and the ongoing strengthening of a black elite intent on pushing through neoliberal policies. The end result is that opportunities in South Africa continue to be structured through colour, class and gender lines, while the organisations developed to defend these interests have become fragmented or coopted. Chapter 5 explores women's participation in Mozambiquan political life. Its author reveals how the increased participation of women in political life has failed to substantially dent the sexual discrimination prevalent in the country, and how it may inadvertently be contributing to its continuation. Chapter 6 explores tensions between class and gender within the trade union movement in Mozambique, highlighting the different ways in which ongoing discrimination continues, and the strategies and practices that women activists have developed in order to address this. 

Part 3, 'Struggling for democracy in a scenario of civil war and fragmented despotisms: The case of Colombia' highlights different aspects of the very difficult conditions under which potential emancipatory projects take place. Chapter 7 explores the pactist tradition in Colombia through the case studies of deals made with urban militias in Medellin, and with emerald miners in Boyaca. Both cases highlight the contradictory impacts of local political pacts aimed at reducing violence. Chapter 8 explores the story of the cocaleros (coca farmers) in Putumayo, Colombia, and their struggles to defend their livelihood and for a form of citizenship recognition that separates them from both drug dealers and the armed guerillas. Chapter 9 explores the experience of the UrabÃ¡ banana workers' union and its success in coming to an agreement with state and para-state forces, which, according to the author, allowed them to assert themselves as 'citizens' rather than as 'victims'. 

Part 4, 'Participatory democracy in action', begins with a chapter exploring the 'peace community' of San JosÃ© de Apartado, which in the midst of the Colombian civil war has managed to assert and hold onto a sense of local autonomy from the warring factions, and has developed a range of innovative forms of community democracy and management. Despite these successes, the author notes the ongoing fragility of the situation, and the violence wrought on the community and its leaders and activists. Chapter 11 presents a detailed and critical analysis of Porto Alegre's experience of participatory budgeting, highlighting the complex links between social movements, community groupings and local and municipal government. The chapter that follows also deals with participatory budgeting, but this time compares the experiences of Porto Alegre with those of BeIo Horizonte. The author highlights the way in which the demands for administrative efficiency have successfully matched the need for participatory processes in the delivery and management of public goods. Chapter 13 explores the experience of participatory democracy in Kerala, India. The authors highlight how, under the leadership of the Communist Party of India (Marxist), a wide range of civic and social movements has been included effectively in the political process. Finally, the book concludes with some critical reflections by Emir Sader on the issues that emerged in the volume. 

Volume II: Another Production is Possible: Beyond the Capitalist Canon 

The introduction to Volume II, 'Expanding the economic canon and searching for alternatives to neoliberal globalisation', is divided into three sections. The first section explores the debates around the possibilities of alternative production projects, linking them to transnational political mobilisation and particularly to labour internationalism. The second section focuses on alternative production systems, and reviews the literature on cooperatives, alternative development and ecological alternatives to development, highlighting both the links and the tensions within and between the literature and the projects. section three summarises some key points from the case studies, and then concludes with several generalised theses. 

These are, first, that 'production alternatives are not only economic' but link together social, activist, cultural and political dimensions; and second, that 'collaboration and mutual support networks of cooperatives, unions, NGOs, state agencies and social movement organisations are key to the success of production alternatives'. Central to this argument is the idea that alternative production systems need to be nurtured and linked, particularly to social movements, if they are to avoid co-option or dissolution. Third, 'struggles for alternative production and new forms of labor solidarity should be promoted both inside and outside the state'. This refers, albeit with caution, to the need to understand the complexity of particular states and the potential to assist in alternative production projects by fighting both outside and inside the state. Fourth, that 'initiatives on alternative economic organisation and labor solidarity have to operate simultaneously at different scales', rather then just focusing on the 'local' scale. Fifth, that 'the deepening of participatory democracy and the advance of economic democracy are two sides of the same coin'. This, they argue, is central if alternative production movements are to avoid apathy and the reemergence of hierarchies. Sixth, there 'is a strong connection between new struggles for alternative production and labor solidarity and struggles against patriarchy'. Seventh, the 'success or failure of economic alternatives and transnational labour solidarity should be judged using gradualist and inclusive criteria', and projects should not be dismissed because they do not immediately present a radical break from capitalism. Finally, that 'production alternatives and new forms of cross-border labour mobilisation should seek synergy-based relationships with alternatives in other spheres of the economy' such as those of commerce, investment, immigration, taxation etc., in order to build more coherent alternatives. 

The volume is then divided into four parts. Part 1, 'Towards an economy of solidarity', explores non-capitalist forms of production. Chapter 1 explores the reemergence and preponderance of the solidary economy in Brazil in the 1990s, and raises questions relating to whether this is symbolic of a new form of socialism emerging in Brazil, or merely a survival response to the exclusionary nature of contemporary capitalism. Chapter 2 explores cooperatives working in garbage collection and recycling in Colombia. The author highlights the real material gains made in the process by poor marginalised workers, but also emphasises the increasing encroachment of private interests into the potentially profitable market. Chapter 3 explores the emancipatory potential of cooperatives in India by comparing two cases in detail, and highlighting the factors that contributed to the success of these initiatives. Chapter 4 explores the case of the Maputo General Union of Agro-Pastoral Cooperatives (Maputo-UGC), a Mozambique-based peasant women's organisation, highlighting the history of the movement from post-independence to the present neoliberal environment, and demonstrating the movement's effectiveness in combining economic and social processes that contributed to real changes in women's lives. 

Part 2 addresses the land question. Chapter 5 explores the effect of the community property associations that emerged in post-apartheid South Africa as part of agrarian reform processes, and highlights the potential of new forms of collective land ownership. Chapters 6, 7 and 8 are all focused on the Landless Rural Workers' Movement (MST) in Brazil. The first highlights the historical trajectory of the MST and focuses in particular on its political prominence during the 19905. The author argues that the movement is heavily authoritarian and non-democratic, which holds back its potentially emancipatory nature. Chapter 7 represents a response to the previous chapter's critique, and argues that the MST's different forms of organisation and action represent the key to its success. Chapter 8 analyses a specific MST action in the municipality of Rio Bonito, where a new city was founded, in more detail. 

Part 3 'New labor internationalism', begins with a review of some of the key issues facing workers in the new millennium. Chapter 10 offers an analysis of the Southern Initiative on Globalisation and Trade Union Rights (SIGTUR), a network of rank-and-file trade unions that reflects some of the core elements of the new social movement unionism emerging in parts of the global South. Chapter n explores the history of the Brazilian labour movement and its cycles of development. The author argues that worker activity in the major multinational corporations represents a key aspect of the future of trade unionism. Chapter 12 explores the struggle of Brazilian workers in the metal industry to gain a collective national contract. Chapter 13 recounts the experience of the fishworkers' movement in Kerala, India, highlighting its struggle to challenge over-fishing by corporations and to develop unity amongst a range of diverse interest groups. The authors emphasise the need for such struggles to be articulated with other social movements, and to operate on a range of geographical scales. 

Part 4 then offers a review of the book's two main areas of focus. In Chapter 14, Anibal Quijano provides an impressive overview of the last 150 years' attempts to develop alternative production systems, and raises issues surrounding the possibilities of a truly alternative economy. In Chapter 15, Peter Waterman reflects on the possibilities of overcoming the hierarchical and orthodox international trade union movement and moving towards new forms of internationalism adequate to the task of confronting neoliberal globalisation. 

Volume III: Another Knowledge is Possible: Beyond Northern Epistemologies 

The introduction to the third volume, which is entitled Opening up the canon of knowledge and recognition of difference', explores debates on multiculturalism, cultural citizenship and the relationship between science and alternative knowledges. The core argument of the book-and a central aspect of Santos's ongoing work-is the assertion that there can be no global social justice without global cognitive justice, and this requires unpacking the way Western 'scientific' knowledge became hegemonic and the way, simultaneously, non-Western knowledges became undermined, delegitimised and made invisible. It is not an argument for dismissing the potential utility of Western knowledge and Western epistemologies, but a call for the recognition that imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism had an epistemological mission running alongside the military and financial missions which is less well scrutinised, and less resisted. The authors stress the need to engage in a critical interrogation of Western scientific hegemony, and the need for the rediscovery, through a 'sociology of absences', of hidden indigenous and localised knowledges. They argue that imperialist genocide was accompanied by 'a form of epistemicide'. In this spirit, they call for a process of what they call 'translation', whereby different arguments, knowledges and perspectives can come into contact with one another in a process that can lead to new forms of 'emancipatory knowledge'. 

The introduction also reviews the literature on multiculturalism, highlighting both conservative and progressive critiques of the concept. The authors challenge the notion of relativism and again argue instead for processes of 'translation'. Central to the debate over the development of more critical forms of multiculturalism is the balance between redistribution and recognition; between struggling for the right to be equal, and protecting the right to be different. The authors conclude the section by arguing for the defence of equality whenever difference generates inferiority, and vice versa. Furthermore, they argue that via a process of translation, the mutual intelligibility of struggles can lead to alliances on a range of scales, which can strengthen local claim-making and work towards the production of new forms of transnational sociability. The introduction concludes with nine theses: 

1) That different human communities produce alternative ways of viewing and dividing up the world that cannot be reduced to Eurocentric notions of universal validity; 

2) That different forms of oppression generate different forms of resistance and distinct notions of the meanings of justice and dignity. Their articulation necessitates processes of intercultural translation which can contribute to counter-hegemonic globalisation; 

3) That emancipatory politics plays itself out through tensions between equality and difference, between the need for both redistribution and recognition; 

4) That epistemic diversity is potentially infinite; 

5) That knowledges operate as constellations, and that 'the relativity of knowledges is not synonymous with relativism'; 

6) That the epistemological privilege of modern science cannot be explained in purely epistemological terms, and needs to be understood as a form of 'particularism' that has had the power to define all other knowledges as 'local'. Global cognitive justice necessitates a shift from a monoculture of knowledge towards an ecology of knowledges; 

7) That the decolonisation of science is based on the need to confront the monoculture of scientific knowledge through the identification of other knowledges; 

8) That 'the recognition of the diversity and plurality of knowledges requires the internal democratisation of science itself; and 

9) That the shift from a monoculture of knowledge to an ecology of knowledges will facilitate the replacement of knowledge as regulation with knowledge as emancipation. 

Volume III is then divided into five parts. Part i, 'Multicultural citizenship and human rights', offers five case studies. Chapter 1 explores issues related to the tensions between Western, Hindu and Islamic interpretations of human rights, and argues for a process of 'translation' whereby new forms of intercultural rights can be developed and nurtured. Chapter 2 explores the complex relations between NGOs and the state in India, highlighting the multiplicity of relationships. Chapter 3 reflects on the complex experience of indigenous resistance in Brazil, highlighting the central role of territoriality in the struggle of Brazil's indigenous peoples, and the importance of the legacy of colonialism. Chapter 4 explores the case of Brazil's indigenous populations in the Amazon region, examining in particular the clash between these groups and the state over land demarcation. The author highlights the contested nature of the way the issue is framed and understood by indigenous peoples and by the state and its agents, respectively. Chapter 5 explores the case of the U'wa people's struggle against Occidental Petroleum's encroachment on its ancestral lands in Colombia. The chapter highlights the U'wa's effectiveness in raising the prominence of the issue both nationally and internationally by linking up to global solidarity networks. 

Part 2, 'The world's local knowledges', explores the epistemological debates over the internal plurality of modern science and the relationships between scientific knowledge and other forms of knowledge. Chapter 6 explores the 'cybernetic turn' that has transformed the relationship between capital and science and technology, and which threatens to commodify the entire world. The authors draw specifically on Brazilian debates over access to biodiversity and associated traditional knowledges. Chapter 7 analyses the conflict in India between state-dominated conceptions of progress as being represented by modern science and technology, and grassroots movements that seek to defend the epistemological variety of the country. Chapter 8 explores the differences between scientific and traditional peasant knowledges with regard to dealing with 'natural calamities' such as droughts, flood and cyclones in Mozambique. The author highlights the benefits of the mutual recognition and cooperation of both types of knowledge in dealing with these calamities. 

Part 3 'From biodiversity to rival knowledges' further develops the issue of conflicts between scientific and traditional knowledges, particularly in the light of the biotechnological revolution. Chapter 9 questions the possibility of traditional knowledges relating to biological diversity being defended in the face of transnational corporations' use of intellectual property rights (IPRs), designed and written to defend their interests. Chapter 10 argues that patents and IPRs are threatening to appropriate biodiversity and indigenous systems of knowledge that are the basis for the livelihoods of millions of people in India. The author also explores the impact of more than a decade of local struggles against 'biopiracy' by India's grassroots social movements, which seek both control over knowledge and access to basic needs. Chapter 11 reviews the experience of black and indigenous movements in Colombia's Pacific region as they attempt to defend their land from state-supported multinationals seeking to appropriate the region's rich natural resources. Central to these struggles is the defence of traditional cultures and ways of life, which is closely linked to their relationship with the land. 

Part 4, 'The resistance of the subaltern: The case of medicine', begins with a chapter exploring the marginalisation of traditional medicine in South Africa. The author highlights the convergence of interests between state institutions, missionaries and medical and pharmaceutical institutions in the elimination of competition from traditional practices. Chapter 13 analyses the relationship between biomedicine and traditional medicine in Africa, arguing that rather than its being a relic of the past, traditional medicine represents an alternative modernity that continues to attract patients from both urban and rural areas. 

Part 5 concludes with two commentaries. The first reflects on the topic of human rights. The author stresses the difficulties and tensions between universal human rights and the recognition of cultural and ethnic differences, and cautions against the relativism that could provide a haven for gross human rights violations, justified in the name of cultural specificity. Chapter 15 explores the roots of epistemological tensions between North and South, focusing specifically on current conflicts over biodiversity and IPRs. The author argues for a global regime of community rights to counter the growing imposition of IPRs that reflect the interests of Northern-based corporations. 

Having provided a synopsis of the core arguments of its respective introductions and a brief insight into individual chapters, I want to turn now to a broad and critical evaluation of the overall work. First, as a reference point for those interested in theoretically informed case studies of the multiplicity of struggles taking place across the countries in question, these volumes are a must. Second, despite the huge volume of content here, the majority of the chapters are well written and easy to read, which is a tribute to the writers, editors and the many translators involved in the process. Third, and as might be expected, it provides a vast amount of theoretical food for thought, and the general introduction, the volume introductions and the critical commentaries that end each volume help to frame and group the major issues. In a similar manner, the concluding 'theses' in each volume's introduction also help to marshal the arguments, and provide a useful starting point for discussions around the respective areas. Fourth, and in line with Santos's broader understanding of the role of the contemporary intellectual, one gets the sense that the three volumes are not prescriptive, but that they seek to become part of the broader process of the 'translation' of struggles. 

However, while there is no 'one voice' across these volumes, the general introduction and the individual volume introductions do provide us with a sense of an overall political position, albeit fairly open-ended, which needs to be interrogated. First, while Santos refers to the 'South' metaphorically, meaning those left out of the benefits of neoliberal globalisation, there is a sense that it is also a geographical reference point. This implies two major weaknesses in the overall argument: first, it has the tendency to reify the South as victim of the 'North' without adequately theorising the complex class relations driving the multifarious capitalist projects that come under scrutiny in the volume. This reflects a broader absence in Santos's work, which is a lack of systematic engagement with the dynamics of contemporary global capitalism and the complexities of national class formation and imperial relationships. Second and as a result, there is a danger of repeating the failure of dependency theory and world systems analysis to adequately deal with South-based class dynamics and agency. The assertion that it is in the 'semi-periphery' that the tensions of global capitalism can be most felt is also open to critique, particularly in relation to the vast differences between 'semi-periphery' countries. Overall, there is also a sense that the chapters are a product of a particular time, which, if not entirely gone, has altered significantly. The project ended in 2001, just as the fallout from 9/11 was shaking the optimistic foundations of the World Social Forum process. With the imperial wars in Afghanistan and Iraq following in quick succession, issues around imperialism, nationalism and armed resistance have returned to the fore. Similarly, the issue of religion and particularly the widening cleavages between Christianity and Islam (whether real or constructed) have transformed many of the debates that were going on prior to 9/11. On a slightly different note, the consolidation of Chavez's Bolivarian revolution in Venezuela, and the growing electoral success of anti-neoliberal movements in many parts of the region have also refocused leftwing debates away from 'social movements' and 'grassroots resistance', and increasingly towards the taking of state power. In this sense, the Venezuelan process has brought the state, as a key terrain of power, back into perspective, and challenged much of the 'end of the state' rhetoric that circulated during the period. It has also highlighted the power of states such as Venezuela and Bolivia to renegotiate contracts with major multinationals and slow the tide of neoliberalism in the region. In light of these processes, one can read the volumes as underestimating the influence of religion, states, and military power (particularly the US) in the questions raised across the volumes. 

Despite these issues, the three volumes represent a valuable resource for debate and reflection that can enrich intellectual and activist thinking in both 'North' and 'South' on the possibilities of challenging hegemonic neoliberal globalisation, and they are a must for those of us seeking fresh insights into new possibilities and strategies for struggle. The information contained in these volumes and in the 'theses' presented on particular issues might provide an interesting foundation for short courses for trade union and social movement leaders, and for activists seeking to broaden their repertoires for collective action and their knowledge of the strategies and tactics of the agents of hegemonic neoliberal globalisation and their foes. 

As to whether the volumes contribute to the reconstruction of social theory, that is a bigger and more debatable question. What is clear is that there is much to be learned from the wide range of struggles examined in these books, and I look forward to the publication of Volume V, when Santos's own analysis of the overall research findings can, in turn, be critically analysed. 

Mario Novelli is a lecturer in international development at the University of Amsterdam. His research expores the relationship between globalisation and development, with a particular interest in human rights and popular resistance in Colombia. He is currently carrying out research on political violence against education workers in Colombia and working on a book, co-authored with Anibel Ferus-Comelo, Globalisation, Knowledge and Labour, to be published this year. 

Copyright Conference of Socialist Economists Summer 2008
Provided by ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights Reserved

[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]



