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In The End of the Cognitive Empire Boaventura de Sousa Santos 
further develops his concept of the "epistemologies of the 
South," in which he outlines a theoretical, methodological, 
and pedagogical framework for challenging the dominance 
of Eurocentric thought. As a collection of knowledges born of 
and anchored in the experiences of marginalized peoples who 
actively resist capitalism, colonialism, and patriarchy, episte-
mologies of the South represent those forms of knowledge that 
are generally discredited, erased, and ignored by dominant 
cultures of the global North. Noting the declining efficacy of 
established social and political solutions to combat inequality 
and discrimination, Santos suggests that global justice can only 
come about through an epistemological shift that guarantees 
cognitive justice. Such a shift would create new, alternative 
strategies for political mobilization and activism and give op-
pressed social groups the means through which to represent 
the world as their own and in their own terms.
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“Boaventura de Sousa Santos is one of the most bril-
liant and original thinkers on theories of knowledge. 
This latest book offers us a further development of 
what he has been arguing for some time. He leaves 
the reader (at least, me) breathless in the range and 
relevance of the issues he discusses and actions he 
proposes. One does not have to agree with everything 
to be dazzled, and to rethink many things we assume. 
A must-read for whoever wants to change the world.”
—IMMANUEL WALLERSTEIN, Yale University

“The result of many years of work, this book was writ-
ten toward the possibility of what I would call ‘una 
epistemología solidaria,’ an epistemology in solidar-
ity with those who want to change the world as it is 
hegemonically known. Boaventura de Sousa Santos’s 
political analysis in The End of the Cognitive Empire 
offers an alternative that steers political analysis 
away from the usual alternatives.”— MARISOL DE LA 
CADENA, author of, Earth Beings: Ecologies of Practice 
across Andean Worlds
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